Welcome! We are glad you chose to worship with us.

Rescued: My Identity
Before I became a Christian, I had collected a number of bad habits that I soon learned I would have
to discard. I struggled much with them and found being baptized was easier than being transformed.
In some cases, my identity was wrapped up in these behaviors. Mentors in the faith said, “don’t give
up”. But it was a challenge to “give up sin.” It was hard to change my identity as a sinner and think
in terms of submitting my will to God’s Will. One mentor pointed me to Hebrews 12:1-2, which exhorts
us to keep our eyes on Jesus. Being a Christian is more than believing in something; even believing
in Jesus. The Hebrew writer helps us to understand the importance of keeping our eyes on Jesus as
we go through the progression of transformation (Hebrews 12:1-2).
To say “I believe in Jesus” is not enough. You must be willing to acknowledge Him as the most
important person in your life. You must be willing to say, “I will do what He wants me to do, above all
else and above any demands that others may place upon me.” When you make that decision (or since
you have) …you have received the promise of a very positive self-identity. When Jesus is the most
important person in your life, you will soon come to define yourself in the same way that Jesus defines
you. You will begin to think of yourself as He thinks of you.
This is crucial because we are able to see ourselves, not as sinners, but as people rescued from sin
who now has options. We don’t have to sin and we don’t have to see ourselves as someone who
wants to sin. We want what Jesus wants. My identity is now wrapped up in Him. He endured the
cross and despised the shame. I can do no less.
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The Power of Identity – Ephesians 1:3-14
It seems like a basic idea, but it is true. We do what we do because of who we are. Some people have a
solid and positive sense of who they are and the actions of their lives make a positive difference. Sometimes
not. Our identity gives us power. The citizens of Ephesus had an identity as worshipers of Artemis (Acts
19:35). It affected every aspect of their lives and gave them power to act. As followers of Jesus, there is a
more significant connection of identity and power. Followers of Jesus are given the power of the Spirit. It
is substantial and life-changing. We will examine that connection this morning.

Praise & Harmony
For this class tonight, we will continue to encourage a high level of worship participation, learning the
importance of planning and preparing for worship, maintaining a blend of old and new songs, and teaching
four-part harmony. In short, presenting to God and to one another an intelligent and enthusiastic time of
worship.

“Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel.”
1 Corinthians 1:17
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Paul states here that the call of God is to preach the gospel. But
remember what Paul means by “the gospel,” namely, the reality
of redemption in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are inclined to make
sanctification the goal of our preaching. Paul refers to personal
experiences only by way of illustration, never as the end of the
matter. We are not commissioned to preach salvation or
sanctification—we are commissioned to lift up Jesus Christ (see
John 12:32). It is an injustice to say that Jesus Christ labored in
redemption to make me a saint. Jesus Christ labored in
redemption to redeem the whole world and to place it perfectly
whole and restored before the throne of God. The fact that we
can experience redemption illustrates the power of its reality, but
that experience is a by-product and not the goal of redemption.
If God were human, how sick and tired He would be of the
constant requests we make for our salvation and for our
sanctification. We burden His energies from morning till night
asking for things for ourselves or for something from which we
want to be delivered! When we finally touch the underlying
foundation of the reality of the gospel of God, we will never
bother Him anymore with little personal complaints. The one
passion of Paul’s life was to proclaim the gospel of God. He
welcomed heartbreak, disillusionment, and tribulation for only
one reason—these things kept him unmovable in his devotion to
the gospel of God.
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New Office Hours
Beginning Monday Sept 27th new office
hours will be:
Mon thru Thurs 9am to 1pm
October Calendar
Upcoming
events,
birthdays
and
anniversary calendar on the back table.
Game Night
Friday Oct 8th 7pm at the building. Bring
games and snacks to share. Be prepared to
have some good fellowship.
Questions see Sally or Heidi Guest.
Men Who Serve
October duty roster is on the back table.
Ways To Serve
If you are interested in helping with the
audio-visual ministry, please see Spencer
Guest.
Leadership Training for Christ (LTC)
Begins October 3rd 12:30 at the building.
Ladies Bible Class
Meets every Wednesday at the building.
The ladies are invited to a POTLUCK this
Wednesday Sept 29th at 11am.
October 6th will be the first class on “Living
with Jesus”, with a suggested new time of
10am. Please contact Maxine (928)7785236 with questions.

Paul Burdine (Carol Ann Burdine’s son) still in
hospital with complications from COVID.
Kathy Cleaveland will be having her back
procedure on Sept 28th.
Bonnie Parker had a successful angiogram
showed that no stents were needed. Bonnie is
thankful for everyone’s prayers.
Continual Prayers Health Reasons/Treatment
 Rusty & Bonnie Parker, many difficulties with
Rusty’s dementia
 Steve Mann new chemo treatment.
 George Lira (father of Gwen Lira) has COVID
and many other serious complications, in hospital
in California
 Richard Erno at Phoenix Children’s hospital
waiting for bone marrow transplant.
 Abby Parra at Phoenix Children’s hospital being
treated for Leukemia.
Treatment has been
extremely difficult.
 Suzanne Lacey (friend of Gowers) kidney and
lung cancer.
 Brandy Aquafedda (Denise Miler’s niece)
cancer treatment.
 Carolyn Fields (friend of Larry Miller) has
terminal cancer.
 Allen Till (Dolores Buehler’s son-in-law) cancer
treatment
 Rita Bowden (friend of Sally Guest) stage 4
cancer.
Our Shut-ins
Marjorie Trammell

