KEY POINTS

Welcome! We are glad you chose to worship with us.

The Nature of Worship

KEY VERSES

It is often easy to lose sight of the very nature of worship and the result of this robs us of one of the
great blessings God has for us. Before reading any more of this article stop and ask yourself, “Why do
I come to worship each week?” There may be many reasons, but what is the fundamental, underlying
reason you come to worship each week?
If you think first in terms of, “I do it because He commands me to,” perhaps you should think more
about it. Did not Jesus describe those who “…draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with
their lips, but their heart is far from Me”? We do come to worship because He commands us, but if that
is the primary reason, we are robbing ourselves of the true meaning of worship. Think about the
following verses and my comments about them.
Psalm 100:2: “Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing.” Notice how godly
men came to worship realizing that this was the place, above all others, where we are “in His presence.”
We come with gladness and praise before Him. In worship we are truly in His presence.
Psalm 95:2: “Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him with
psalms.” Notice the plural pronouns in this verse. It is not a private time of praise David had in mind. It
was “us” who came before Him in His presence. The next verse sheds even more reasons as to why we
come to worship. “For the Lord is the great God, and the great King above all gods.” We should stand
in awe that this great God would so graciously allow sinful men to come into His presence.
Ecclesiastes 5:1-2: “Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather
than to give the sacrifice of fools…let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in
heaven, and you on earth; therefore, let your words be few.” Every aspect of worship is important, but
in most acts we are actively involved. However, God designed worship as a time when by preaching He
would speak to us! We are in His presence and should come motivated to hear His words.
Psalm 100:1-4: “Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; come
before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us; we are His
people and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him and bless His name.”
Worship is not just “making a payment” on a heavenly insurance policy. We do not come just to obey
Him. Worship comes from hearts which long to praise Him in His presence.
By Dan Jenkins—churchofchristarticles.com
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One of the ways I study the Bible is to look at a passage that is
so positive in nature and then think about the impact its truth
has if the positive conditions in that passage are not met. Such is
the nature of part of the letter Paul wrote to Ephesus. Paul
described the results of every member being joined to Christ
and the mutual edification which follows.
“But, speaking the truth in love, (you) may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head—Christ—from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in
love. This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the
futility of their mind” (Eph. 4:15-17).
The passage begins with an affirmation of truth and the proper
communication of it. Some preach the Bible but seem to rejoice
that they have the truth and use it to belittle those who do not
know it. The body of Jesus cannot function unless we know
truth and preach it in love.
Then there is the description of every member’s growth being
tied to the head, Christ. What happens to the body when a
member’s spiritual nourishment does not come from Christ. The
answer is that the body of Christ is sick. Increase the percentage
who are not being nourished by the head, and the body, the
church, get even more diseased.
Next, the passage presents a picture of every joint of the body
supplying the other parts of that body. A joint is where two
members of the body touch each other, and God’s plan is for
that connection to so impact both parts that the needs of the
entire body are supplied. What happens when we touch other
members, but fail to share with them the riches of Christ? The
body, the local congregation, is crippled!
When every part does it share, the passage affirms that this causes
growth of the body as it edifies itself in love. Now look at the
negative as it concerns you. What if you are not doing your
share? What if you are around your brethren and you do not
seek to supply what another brother needs? What happens when
your attendance becomes sporadic and those around you in
worship are not edified by seeing you? What happens when in
worship you are not diligent in singing, admonishing those who
hear you? What happens when your actions keep others from
focusing on their worship?
We live in an age where so much energy is given to developing
our bodies. Let’s make sure we develop His body!
By Dan Jenkins—churchofchristarticles.com

New Elder Nomination
The shepherds would like to
present our brother Dale Cureton
as a brother both qualified and
willing to serve as Elder. The
congregation
will
have
the
opportunity to ask questions,
make comments, or even make
any scriptural objection to Dale’s
service. You may ask questions of
Dale or make comments to the
elders in person or in signed
correspondence. If no scriptural
objections are raised, the elders
will appoint Dale to his ministry
on Sunday, September 19.
Men’s Retreat
September 17 -18
Elders Deacons & Preacher Meeting
Moved to Thursday September 16th
7pm at the Dillahunty’s home.
To My Family at Mt Vernon
I have completed my radiation
treatment for cancer and want to
thank everyone for their prayers and
cards.
In Christian Love
Betty Hanna
Northside church of Christ Ladies
Day
October 23rd 8am to 1pm
2022 N 32nd Dr. Phoenix, AZ 85027
Flyers on the back table.
Power for Today
The next quarters devotional books
are on the back table. Please pick one
up.

Steve Mann started a new round of
chemotherapy to help treat his cancer.
Richard Erno is at Phoenix Children’s Hospital
now, doctors estimating 3-4 weeks before
he is able to get his bone marrow transplant
Abby Parra has begun her chemotherapy
treatments; she is experiencing a great deal
of side effects.
George Lira (father of Gwen Lira) has
COVID
and
many
other
serious
complications, in hospital in California
Bonnie Parker will have an angiogram at
YRMC on September 20th to determine if a
partial blockage is worse.
Carrie Qualls (Rick & Patty’s daughter) in
the hospital in Oregon with pneumonia and
complications from her diabetes.
Continual Prayers Health
Reasons/Treatment
Rusty & Bonnie Parker, many difficulties
with Rusty’s dementia
Suzanne Lacey (friend of Gowers) kidney
and lung cancer.
Brandy Aquafedda (Denise Miler’s niece)
cancer treatment.
Carolyn Fields (friend of Larry Miller) has
terminal cancer.
Allen Till (Dolores Buehler’s son-in-law)
cancer treatment
Rita Bowden (friend of Sally Guest) stage
4 cancer.
Our Shut-ins
Marjorie Trammell

