Welcome! We are glad you chose to worship with us.

KEY POINTS

True Worshippers – John 4:21-24

KEY VERSES

The worship of God is an important topic for Christians to discuss. There are a number of important questions to
ask regarding worship such as; “What is worship?” “Why do we worship Him?” and “How do we worship?”
The first question calls for a basic definition. What does the word worship mean? One definition reads, “The reverent
love and devotion accorded to God. The ceremonies, prayers, or other religious acts by which this love is expressed
(Wordnik). The word that is translated worship means, “to show reverence or respect by kissing the hand; to bow
one’s self in adoration (Bible Gateway). These definitions create a picture of an individual who expresses respect,
love and adoration to God by, in humility, praying, singing and listening.
The question “why” seems to be an easy one. The Hebrew writer gives us one of the best and most concise reasons
for coming before God. “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus
the Son of God—let us hold fast to the confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but One who has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin. Therefore, let us approach the
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us at the proper time (Hebrews
4:15-16).” Because of what Jesus did, we can and should approach God’s throne in worship, seeking mercy for our
past and grace for our future.
The third question, Jesus Himself answers in John 4:21-24, when He is asked by a woman about the proper location
of worship for God’s people, in Jerusalem or Mt. Gerizim. Jerusalem, of course, is the place where God had his people
build a Temple to carry out the sacrificial ceremonies of the Jewish Law. To this day, Samaritans offer the annual
Passover sacrifice on the top of Mt. Gerizim, according to the prescriptions of Exodus 12. Moses commanded (see
Deuteronomy 11:29; 27:12-13) that from Mt. Gerizim the blessings of the law should be proclaimed, while its curses
should proceed from Mt. Ebal (see Joshua 8:33). While both places are considered sacred by the different groups,
Jesus says neither are important in light of what is coming. In saying this, He is referencing His crucifixion and
resurrection. After this, the focus of true worshippers will shift. It won’t be Mt. Gerizim or the Temple in Jerusalem,
or any other physical location. Jesus says, “Believe Me, woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do
know, because salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to worship Him. God is spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (John 4:21-24).”
Jesus is telling us that the location of worship is within a person, (the spirit of a person) and according to truth (that
is in Jesus Christ). True worship is both an attitude and an act. It is a response from within a person because of what
Jesus has done. David conveys this in Psalm 103:1-2 when he says, “Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being,
praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits…” True worshippers approach the
throne of Grace with a life that is characterized by truth and guided by the Holy Spirit. Worship pleasing to God
must be genuine and transparent, offered with a humble and pure heart. King David also wrote, “Who may ascend
the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who
does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god (Psalm 24:3-4).”
True worship in the Lord’s Church connects heart and mind; body and soul. When we come together, the atmosphere
of our assembly proceeds from a grateful heart and they should be characterized by a sense of awe. We have to guard
against moving through the checklist of the “five acts of worship”, and thinking we have accomplished what Jesus
says will happen. The New Testament church assemblies were places of energy, and awe. The word “Praise!” captures
the thoughts and feelings of true worshippers and together they create a place that honors and adores God. That is
why Jesus states that a specific location is no longer important. Wherever a group of God’s people congregate in
worship that becomes a place of worship.
May we always strive to be a group of people who worship in spirit and truth. May we never forget that our acts of
worship are met by the Holy Spirit who longs to fill each of us (see Ephesians 5:18-21). Worship from the heart helps
us to live out our faith with boldness and confidence.
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The Gospel According to Jesus: God Desires True Worship – John 4:1-26
When reading about the life of Jesus and what He teaches, it is not hard to conclude that Jesus calls us to a lifestyle
standard that is challenging. He set the bar high and He wants us to live up to that standard. In John 4, a person asks
Jesus about the proper place of worship. She wants to know if the proper place is Mt. Gerizim or Jerusalem. In a
way, her question reveals a low bar in understanding worship. The true worship in not a matter of location, but a
matter of the human heart. True worship occurs when we worship in spirit and in truth.
The Reign of God: The Problem With Kings – Deuteronomy 17:14-20
The problem with kings is that they think they are kings. They believe that they hold ultimate authority and they since
they occupy that position, they have the right to do what they want. There is a long history of kings thinking that
because they have royal blood, they are chosen by God to rule over the people. In the Davidic line of Israel, they were
chosen to by God, to rule on His behalf. Things broke down when they ignored God’s commands and usurped God’s
rule. Things will always go bad when we do this.
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Bulletin Deadline
A gentle reminder. If you would like
something put into the bulletin, please
have your request to the office before
Thursday.
Handicap Equipment Needed?
Check with the church. There are
walkers, crutches and wheelchairs
available for members.

OFFICE CLOSED
Thurs. Nov 26 for Thanksgiving

God is Love
Thanks to God’s incredible love (1 John 4:8), humanity has
been endowed with free will (see Genesis 2:15-17; Joshua
24:15; Isaiah 7:15; John 5:39-40; 7:17; Revelation 22:17).
We read: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God;
and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He
who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In
this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins” (1 John 3:7-10). His love has also provided a means of
salvation for all men (John 3:16; Hebrews 5:9). In addition,
His love can strengthen and sustain faithful men (Matthew
6: 26-33). The love of God has been demonstrated for all
men. One cannot read the account of the crucifixion
without coming to knowledge of just how much God loves
humanity.
Brad Harrub---churchofchristarticles.com

ACKER NIGHT SINGING
GROUP
If you are interested in joining
a singing group for Acker
night, we will meet at the
building Sundays at 4:30pm.
Questions: you can contact
Steve Mann?

Psalm 100:3-5
Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are
his;
we are his people, and the sheep
of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his
name!
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For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures
forever,
and his faithfulness to all
generations.

Wyatt (Neil & Cristie Simmons grandson) He will have
surgery some time in December. They will have to prep with
COVID testing and quarantine for two weeks prior to surgery.
Kathy Scott is recovering from COVID-19.
Steve Konait (co-worker of Denise Miller) is in the hospital
with COVID-19. He has COPD and experiencing difficulty
with his lungs and fluid buildup.
Les & Peggy Turner are asking for prayers for the
Shewmaker Family: Laura (their daughter), and Kate (their
granddaughter) have both tested positive for COVID.
Carolyn Fields (friend of Larry Miller) has terminal cancer.
Glen Kenner for the loss of his sister Jan Tucker, who passed
away Tuesday from heart failure.
Hallie Adams (Maxine Dillahunty’s sister) is back in the
hospital with pain issues. She has 3 fractures in her back.
Dianne Buehler (Dolores’ daughter-in-law) is healing from
her surgery and has an infection at the incision site.
Curtis (Marcia Serrano’s landlord) has multiple serious
health problems.
Continual Prayers
Health Reasons/Treatment
 Scott Brukardt will have surgery on Dec. 4 at Banner
University Hospital in Phoenix.
 Ruthie Jarrett (Marcia Serrano’s cousin) cancer
 Marilyn Lara (Marcia Serrano’s friend) stage 4 breast
cancer
 Daniel Tillman brain tumor
 Allen Till (Dolores Buehler’s son-in-law) cancer
 Kathryn Norton (Peggy Turner’s cousin) advanced
metastatic melanoma
 Rita Bowden (friend of Sally Guest) stage 4 cancer
 Dee Bryan health issues
Our Shut-ins
Marjorie Trammell
Betty McInnes (Syble Mann’s mother)
Ravenell Young

