Welcome! We are glad you chose to worship with us. Please stop by the visitors’
center so we can have a record of your attendance and answer any question for
you. Allow us the opportunity to know you better.

The Significance of the Sufferings of Christ
By now, no doubt, you have heard of the movie, “The Passion of the Christ” directed by Mel Gibson. The subject of the
movie is, more or less, the last twelve hours of the life of Jesus. I saw the movie this past week and it accurately,
vividly, and gruesomely portrays what the physical experiences of Christ were like when He was delivered up by the
Jews to the Romans for crucifixion. I have heard in the media, and even from some professing Christians, some
negative reactions to the consideration of the sufferings of Jesus. In this regard, one is prompted to ask the question,
why should we, as Christians, consider the sufferings of the Christ?
First, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because Jesus was God in the flesh. Without the doctrine of the
deity of Christ, the sufferings of Christ would be loveless. When we consider that Jesus was God Himself and took on
the form of man to redeem sinful man from the clutches of Satan, we recognize the true love of God. Through sin,
man became God’s enemy, but through Christ, man can be God’s friend once again. Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:14-16). Paul wrote, “But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). It was on account of God’s love
for His creation that Jesus died on the cross. The sufferings of the Christ cause us to consider God’s love for us.
Second, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because Jesus was the Son of God. Without the doctrine of the
sonship of Jesus, the sufferings of the Christ would be unnecessary. When we consider that Jesus was the Son of God,
we think that He came from the Father Himself. And when we think that the Father sent Jesus into this world, we
must understand that the sufferings of Christ were necessary to accomplish what God, the Father, wanted to
accomplish for the salvation of man. We read in John 8:28, 29, “Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up
the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I
speak these things. And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things
that please him.” Jesus loved His Father and so He obeyed and suffered. The sufferings cause us to consider Jesus,
the obedient Son of God.
Third, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because Jesus lived a sinless life and did not deserve what He
went through. Without the doctrine of the purity of Christ, the sufferings of Christ would be worthless. When we
consider the sinlessness of Christ, we recognize that the sufferings of Christ had true value. Counterfactually, if Jesus
had sinned, then He may have merited what He received. However, since He was indeed sinless, we know that those
sufferings are worth far more than the most precious of substances on this earth. They were made valuable by His
sinless life. Peter writes, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). The sinless life of Jesus makes His blood precious.
The sufferings of the Christ cause us to consider His innocence and worth.
Fourth, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because it was our sins for which Jesus suffered. Without the
doctrine of the atonement of Christ, the sufferings of Christ would be purposeless. When we consider that Jesus died
for our sins, we recognize that His death was on our behalf. We are the ones who merited, on account of our sins, that
suffering and death. But Jesus took our place and atoned for our sins so that we could be reconciled to God. In 2
Corinthians 5:21 we read, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” We read further in Romans 5:10, 11 “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also
joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.” The sufferings of the Christ
cause us to consider our worthlessness, guilt, and need for redemption.
Fifth, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because that will lead us to His resurrection. Without the
resurrection of the Christ, the sufferings of the Christ would be powerless. When we consider that Jesus, after having
suffered and died, was resurrected from the tomb, we recognize that this is where God’s power truly lies. This is God’s
power of salvation for man today, the message of the cross, the gospel (Romans 1:16). Paul writes in Philippians
3:10, 11 “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.” We also read in 1
Corinthians 1:18 “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is
the power of God.” The sufferings of the Christ cause us to consider the power of His gospel.
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Finally, we should consider the sufferings of the Christ because that will
motivate us to live more faithfully to God and Christ. Without the
doctrine of the perseverance of the Christ through His sufferings, then
we would have no foothold upon which to place our faith. When we
consider the fact that Jesus endured the cross, it motivates us to endure
the pressures under which we come in this life as well. It motivates us
to live a better life. It motivates us to study God’s word more. It
motivates us to worship God, as God wants us to worship Him. It
motivates us to help the poor. Jesus endured this life and the death that
is associated with this life. Through Him, we can endure too! The writer
of the book of Hebrews exhorts us to look “unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God. For consider him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” The
sufferings of Christ cause us to consider our own faithfulness to Him.
As Christians, we don’t consider the sufferings of Christ merely to gape
at a tragic and gruesome spectacle. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:16,
“Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no
more.” For the Christian, the sufferings of Christ mean so much more
than merely the physical travesties that He endured. We consider the
sufferings of Christ today in light of the doctrines that were taught by
the Christ. Jesus himself said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in
you” (John 6:53). His flesh is the bread of life. That bread is His teaching.
“It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me” (John 6:45). Ultimately, it is the belief of Christ’s doctrine in
association with His sufferings that will bring one to salvation and move
those who are saved toward greater service in the kingdom of Christ
today.
By Kevin Cauley --- churchofchristarticles.com

POTLUCK
TODAY after morning worship. Come join us!
Breakfast
August 21st at Cracker Barrel
Work Weekend-Labor Day
August 30th thru September 2nd at Copper Basin Bible
Camp. All are needed.
Ladies Fall Retreat
Sept 6th & 7th at the Copper Basin Bible Camp. Deadline
for registration is August 30th.
Men’s Fall Retreat
Sept 20th & 21st at the Copper Basin Bible Camp. Flyers
with all the details and registration instructions on the
back table.
Welcome!
Michael Gregory has placed membership, please take
some time to get to know him.
You can add him to your directory:
4625 N Salem Pl
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314
(928)848-3560
Yavapai Food Bank
It is that time of year to stock up the food bank with
items that they run low on year round. Here is a
shopping list of all the items needed.

Mary Phares healing from her eye surgery, pray
she will regain some site in her eye.
Baker family as they sell their home and begin the
moving process to AZ. Pray for them to find a
place to live here, their transition to Mt Vernon
and their work with us.
Continual Prayers
Health Reasons/Treatment
 Glynna Gower recovering from concussion
 Scott
Brukardt
for
his
continued
treatment/healing.
 Bryson (Derda’s grandson) Heart functions to
improve.
 Travis Smith (Bob Justice’s brother) under
hospice care.
 Jeff Clarke (Kantu’s friend, minister in Wa) still
declining
 Darlene Oreleanna cancer treatment.
 Janice Koenig’s friend that he be open and
receptive to the truth of God’s word
Our Shut-ins
Marjorie Trammell

Our Father who abides in and reigns from heaven,
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Aug 25
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Lesson
Song Leader
Rick Pinney
Rick Pinney

August Greeters
Deanna Hendrickson & Maxine Dillahunty
August Auditorium Cleanup
Dolores Buehler
August Communion Preparation
Judy Redman






Cause your word to bear fruit. We will teach at
every opportunity.
Give your people wisdom. We will study your
word daily.
Sanctify us in truth. We will live in your
holiness.
Abide in our hearts. We will obey the
commands of Christ.
Gladden our homes. We will fulfill our marital
and family roles.
Make us courageous in our faith. We will open
new frontiers.
Come for your people. We will live with an eye
to Jesus’ return.

These things we ask and pledge in the name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

