
Burning Bridges 

 Christians are instructed to not belong to the world, yet we still have to remain in the 

world. Remaining in the world is essential in order to successfully fulfill the divine commission 

of making disciples (Matthew 28:18, 19). However, dwelling in an earthly environment proposes 

obstacles for men and women of God to overcome. Those who were once of the world and 

became children of God must change the focus of their lives, and more specifically, how they 

chose to spend their time. In most cases, that task is easier said than done. The tendency is to 

hold onto as much of our old lives as possible, especially concerning that which is not inherently 

sinful.  

 When we observe the calling of the prophet Elisha, Elijah found him working a plow, 

which was probably a part of his livelihood (1 Kings 19:19). In verse 21, the text says that Elisha 

sacrificed a pair of his oxen and gave it to the people. Oxen in his time were not cheap, and were 

a vital part of operating a plow. Why would Elisha do something this drastic? Even though 

Elisha’s job prior to being called as a prophet was not inherently sinful, he was called to a higher 

purpose. In order for him to fulfill that purpose, taking these drastic measures was necessary. 

This is not to say giving up our livelihood is always necessary to fulfill our purpose, but are we 

willing to burn the bridges necessary to get the job done? Elisha was essentially “burning the 

bridge” to his former way of living so that he could fulfill God’s purpose.  

American society is filled with extracurricular activities, such as: sports, art, playing 

video games, hanging out with friends, doing everything within our power to make a lot of 

money, and anything else that can be thought of that fills up our schedule that we like to make a 

priority. The temptation to hold onto these types of activities becomes strong because there is 

nothing wrong with them individually. Sometimes, living a worldly life style is as simple as not 

making enough time for God in our day-to-day living. Elisha demonstrated where his priorities 

were in accomplishing what God had put in front of him; likewise, we need to examine our own 

lives and make sure that we are not holding onto bridges that need to be burned.  
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